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Kids Give Back at Woodlawn Museum

ELLSWORTH: A dedicated group of students from KidsPeace helped get Woodlawn Museum ready to open this spring.  Along with their advisor, Holly Colpitts, and guided by Collections Manager, Rosamond Rea, the teenagers learned how to handle museum objects as they worked behind-the-scenes to ready the museum for the summer season.  Volunteering one afternoon a week in April and May the team has dusted, vacuumed, washed woodwork, helped to move furniture and spruced up the carriages in preparation of a busy 2008 season.  “They are wonderfully observant, love history, and ask great questions about the things that they are handling and the stories that we tell about the Black family and Ellsworth history,” commented Rea.  “It is a pleasure to see them every week.  They have been a great help.”

The partnership with KidsPeace was hatched when KidsPeace coordinator of KidsGiveBack, Hans Krichels, gave a presentation on the program attended by Woodlawn Museum Executive Director, Joshua Torrance.  “I could see immediately the great potential of having the KidsPeace students volunteer at Woodlawn. It has been a great fit.”  

“The students love this opportunity to volunteer at the museum.  We hope the project will continue even after the museum opens.  The kids are ready to help out in whatever way the museum needs,” added Hans Krichels.  

Woodlawn Museum is an educational, cultural, and recreational treasure for the people of Downeast ME.  For more information about Woodlawn’s events or programs, visit www.woodlawnmuseum.org or call 667-8671.  Woodlawn is located on Rte 172 (Surry Road), Ellsworth, ME.
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Photo Captions:

WM Kids Peace 1: KidsPeace volunteers learn about the Black family china from collections manager, Rosamond Rea

WM Kids Peace 2: Students take a break from cleaning to examine the old vehicles at Woodlawn Museum
